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FOR AMBASSADORS HECK AND GOHEF.N FROM LANDE, NEA/INS 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, IN 

SUBJECT: EAST- WEST HIGHWAY PROJECT 

REF: NEW DELHI 306 

1 . WE ASSUME YOU HAVE BOTH SEEN REFERENCED TELEGRAM WHICH 
REQUESTS AN ADDITIONAL DOLLARS 670,000 TO CONTINUE SPARE 
PARTS SUPPORT FOR EAST- WEST HIGHWAY PROJECT IN NEPAL. TELE- 
GRAM STATES THAT TERMINATION OF OUR SUPPORT FOR PROJECT IN 
AUGUST 78 WOULD NOT BE IN BEST INTEREST OF U.S. 

2. I AM NOT SURE IF YOU WERE CONSULTED PRIOR TO THE SENDING 
OF THE MESSAGE AND WONDER, ON THE BASIS OF MY CONVERSATIONS 
IN BOTH EMBASSIES, WHETHER THE PROPOSAL MAKES SENSE. IT 
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SEEMS TO ME THAT THE EAST- WEST HIGHWAY IS A HANGOVER FROM 
AN EARLIER ERA AND, WHILE NOT BAD PER SE, OUR INVOLVEMENT 
COULD BE PERMITTED TO LAPSE WHEN FUNDS RUN OUT. OR DO WE 
WANT TO CONTINUE TO FUND AN INDIAN PROJECT IN NEPAL ON A 
VIRTUALLY PERPETUAL BASIS? THE INDIANS ARE LIKELY TO CON- 
TINUE THE PROJECT WHETHER OR NOT WE SUPPLY ADDITIONAL FUNDS 
AND OUR EQUIPMENT CAN REMAIN THERE SO LONG AS IT IS NEEDED. 
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3. I WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU COULD AGREE ON A LINE TO BE 
TAKEN. IF YOU CONCUR WITH NEW DELHI'S 306, JUST LET ME 

KNOW. IF NOT. YOU SHOULD SEND IN A GENERAL DISTRIBUTION 
MESSAGE SETTING OUT THE REASONS AGAINST FURTHER FUNDING. 

4. FYI: AS MISSIONS ARE AWARE, WORLDWIDE MAP FUNDING IS A 
DIMINISHING RESOURCE AND IT MAY BE DIFFICULT TO SECURE 
ADDITIONAL FUNDING FROM CONGRESS. VANCE 
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